
  

 

St. Thomas of Villanova 
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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time—July 2, 2017 

Graced with Faith 

 Blessed with Freedom 
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HERE TO SERVE YOU 
847-358-6999 

Priests 
     Rev. Tom Rzepiela, Pastor 
     Rev. Marcin Zasada, Associate Pastor 
     Rev. Mirek Kulesa, Associate Pastor 
     Rev. Martin Luboyera, Weekend Assoc. 
     Rev. Ray Yadron, Pastor Emeritus 
Senior Deacons 
     Deacon Tom Dunne 
     Deacon Rich Willer 
Permanent Deacons 
     Deacon John Breit 
     Deacon Mark Duffey 
     Deacon Bill Karstenson 
     Deacon Len Marturano 
 
Bereavement Director—Connie West 
Ministry of Care Director—                   
Deacon Thomas Dunne 
Music Minister— Marcy Weckler Barr 
Business Manager—Deacon John Breit 
Project Manager—Ron Schaefer 
Parish Office Staff 
     Joseph Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     Meaghan Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     Suzie Walczynski, Bulletin Editor 
Youth Minister—Jeff Walczynski 
Pastoral Council 
Norbert Krogstad, Chairman 
Ann Johnson Rev. Thomas Rzepiela 
Steve Lundell Ron Schaefer 
Jane Murguia Rev. Marcin Zasada 
 
_________________________________ 
 

School Information: 847-358-2110 
     Mary Brinkman, Principal 
     Stephanie Hardy, Assistant Principal 
     Darcy Moder, Admin. Asst. 
     1141 E Anderson Dr. Palatine, IL 60074 
     FAX 847-776-1435   
     email: stvoffice@stvschool.org 
 
Religious Education: 847-358-2386 
     Mary Strybel, Coordinator 
     Lisa Lechowicz, Admin. Assistant 
     Meaghan Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     1141 E Anderson Dr, Palatine, IL 60074 
     email: stvrec@yahoo.com 

ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA 
PARISH INFORMATION 

1201 E. Anderson Drive, Palatine, IL  60074 
Phone:  847-358-6999  Fax:  847-934-4919 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISM: Parents are required to attend a Baptism Preparation class preferable before 
the baby is born to avoid babysitting concerns. Baptisms are celebrated on most Sundays 
following the 11:15am Mass.  Call the Parish Office for more information.   
Upcoming Baptism Prep Classes:  Jul 12  Marc & Brigid Janiak 847-826-5493;   
Aug 2 Marc & Brigid Janiak 847-826-5493; Aug 21  Brodie & Rachel Bertrand 224-232-9532 
 
MARRIAGE: Arrangements for the celebration of marriage should be made at least six (6) 
months prior to your planned wedding date.  Call Deacon Tom Dunne for more information. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: All are welcome! Call the Parish Office to set up an                         
appointment to register and learn more about our Parish. 
 
BECOMING A CATHOLIC:  Adults who were never baptized in any faith, who were  
baptized in another Christian faith and who wish to become Catholic, and baptized Catholics 
who have never received the Sacraments of Confirmation and/or  Eucharist.  Contact Tom at                 
847-971-4419 / tom.note@icloud.com. Brochures are in the Gathering Area. 
  
COMMUNION FOR HOMEBOUND: Ministers of Care are available to bring            
Communion to the homebound.  Contact Deacon Tom Dunne for more information. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Call the Parish Office to add your name to our sick list.    
Due to patient privacy (HIPAA Law), only the ailing person or, in case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated for their medical care, can add their name to the sick list. 
 
PRAYERS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL:  If you know someone serving in 
the military, please contact the Parish Office so our faith community may pray for them. 
 
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Articles for the bulletin are due by Friday—9 days before         
publication date and can be emailed to: suzie@stov.org   

 
 

Our Websites 
 

♦ Parish: www.stov.org 
♦ Religious Education: www.stvrec.org 
♦ School: www.stvschool.org 
♦ GIFT: www.stvgift.weebly.com  
♦ Youth Group: www.stvoices.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 5:00pm  
Sunday  7:30am, 9:30am, 11:15am 
 1:30pm (Polish) 
 
Weekday 6:30am (Communion Service) 
 8:00am (Including Saturday)   

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 8:30am—9:30am 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday   9am—8pm 
Friday   9am—5pm 
Saturday    9am—1pm 

 Parish Information 
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Second Homily 
 

Dear Parish Family of St. Thomas, 
 
Now, that summer is officially here, you can take it a little bit easier—if you have not already 
done so.  Summer invites us to slow down, relax and enjoy life.  It gives us the opportunity to 
do the things we like to do—relaxing on the deck or patio, golfing, spending time with friends 
and gardening. 

 
I would like to share with you an article from Delilah (a national radio personality, author and songwriter)             
entitled, “Your Life is a Garden”: 
 

“I love to garden.  Since I was a kid alongside my parents and grandparents, I’ve loved to be out in 
the garden!  I love the feel of dirt in my hands, rubbing seeds in my palms and placing them in well 
prepared soil, watering, weeding... the thrill when the first little shoot comes out of the ground, and 
tingling joy watching those shoots stretch and grow, and leaf out bloom and bear their fruit. And oh 
boy, do I love to harvest and enjoy the bounty of the season! 
 
Life is just like this! 
 
If you want to plant seeds of love, you must first prepare the soil by getting rid of all the debris, 
weeds, and rocks in your heart. Maybe it's addiction, maybe its selfishness, maybe it's jealousy, or 
neediness.  This kind of garbage needs to be hauled away and dealt with long before you even plant 
the seed. 
 
If you want to start having and growing healthy, loving, nurturing relationships, with a partner, your 
children, friends... you need to deal with the weeds and the junk that choke out the healthy fruit of 
sharing, caring, integrity and trust. 
 
Things may have happened to you that have left clutter behind. Perhaps, you were mistreated or 
abandoned by a parent. Perhaps, you went through some trauma. If so, you need to find some help 
so that you can deal with the damage. As the old saying goes, ‘deal, feel and heal!’ 
 
Get rid of the garbage, the weeds, the rocks and pebbles, that prevent the robust growth of the 
seeds planted in the garden of your heart!” 

 
Also keep in your prayers, Deacon now “Father Jon” Thorsen.  He experienced his deacon internship at St. 
Thomas this past academic year.  He was ordained a priest on Saturday, July 1 by Bishop David Ricken for 
the Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin.  Father Jon also celebrated his First Mass this weekend.  Pray for him 
as he ministers to the people in Green Bay. 
 

        Your Pastor, 

 
        Rev. Thomas R. Rzepiela 
 
P.S. Welcome back to our Deacon Couple Mark and Ann Duffey.  (Don’t they all return to the fold!)  
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    Parish Events 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

 

Sunday, July 2 
9:40am Children’s Liturgy of the Word   MRD 
 

Monday, July 3 
No AcƟviƟes—Parish Office Closed 

  

Tuesday, July 4 
No AcƟviƟes—Parish Office Closed 

Mass at 9:30am in Church 
 

 

Wednesday, July 5 
4:00pm VOICES Drop-In                TR/RAC        
6:00pm EucharisƟc AdoraƟon Church 
8:00pm A.A. (Closed MeeƟng)     MR4 

 
 

Thursday, July 6 
7:30pm Knights of Columbus—      MRB 
 Officers MeeƟng 
   

Friday, July 7 
No AcƟviƟes—Parish Office Closed 

  

Saturday, July 8 
8:40am Morning Bible Study     MRB 
6:00pm PastaPalooza       RAC 
   

Sunday, July 9 
9:40am Children’s Liturgy of the Word   MRD 

 
___________________________ 

 

 
PARISH OFFICE  

SUMMER HOURS  

Now—August 4 
 

Monday-Friday, 9am—5pm  
Saturday, 9am—1pm 

 
RAC CLOSED starƟng June 19—Aug 4  
except for Wednesday Drop-In, VBS & 

other special events. 

• GOLDEN VILLANOVANS  

− Monday, July 3 at 1pm: Ladies Luncheon at Briana’s Restaurant & Pancake 
House, 154 W Northwest Hwy, PalaƟne.  RSVP to Lydia: 847-496-7544. 

− Wednesday, July 12 at 1pm: “Music & the Brian” by Mary Ellen in meeƟng 
rooms A & B.  QuesƟons? Call Ken Doruff 847-358-3852 

• KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
− Thursday, July 6 at 7pm: Monthly Officers MeeƟng in MeeƟng Room C.          

For more info: Bruce Alesi grandknight4977@gmail.com 
− Monday, July 10 at 7pm: Monthly Business MeeƟng in MeeƟng Rooms A & B. 

So, please aƩend and meet your new officers and wish them well in the                
upcoming fraternal year. Also, learn how to help those in need, serve your 
parish and grow in faith.  Stay to socialize with your fellow Brother Knights.  
For more info: Bruce Alesi grandknight4977@gmail.com  

• MARILYN’S BOOK CLUB Saturday, July 8; “The Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth 
Ware.  For info call: 847-525-3376 

• PASTAPALOOZA 2017 Saturday, July 8 (Page 9) 

• SMILING THROUGH THE TEARS Tuesday, July 11 (Page 5)  

• 2017 GOLF OUTING FUNDRAISER Friday, July 21 (Page 8) 

• FR. RAY’S 80th BIRTHDAY—Save the date—Saturday, August 12 from                   
2pm—4:30pm in the Rowley AcƟvity Center.  More details coming… 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

• MONTHLY FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION  Thank you! 

• NO DSP CARDS! Dollar Shopping Power giŌ cards will NOT be available today.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DINNER 
Partnering with Catholic ChariƟes to                         
“Live Out the Gospel” 
Mathew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me a 
drink.”  Thursday, July 6, we have an opportunity to 
partner with Catholic ChariƟes and provide the dinner for approximately 100 
hungry people including families with young children. If you would like to 
serve at the dinner and/or supply the dessert, please contact Deacon Len or 
Marilyn Marturano at 847- 776-8130. Catholic ChariƟes is located at 1717 
Rand Road, Des Plaines.  Set up starts at 5:00pm and cleanup is usually done 
by 7:00pm.  Space is limited to 12; so hurry and call today.  

H
A
P
P
Y 
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                                                                                      Parish News 

TRAINED MINISTERS OF CARE  
Catholic Ministry at Northwest Community Hospital is looking for trained Minsters of 
Care to help minister to the sick.  You will have the opportunity to become part of a 
care team offering a prayerful presence and Communion to our Catholic paƟents and 
their families.  This Chicago Archdiocesan program has been ministering to the sick 
and dying at NCH for almost 37 years.  Your commitment would be 2.5—3 hours one 
day every other week.  Won’t you consider joining us in this wonderful ministry?  We 
promise you, you will not be sorry.  For more info, contact Joseph Marco or Kathy 
Zdeb at the NCH Catholic Ministries office:  847/618-4252. Thank you. 

Dear Fellow STV Parishioners:  

We are very excited to be returning to the  
Parish as a Deacon couple!!  We’ve been blessed  
in God’s call to serve at TransfiguraƟon Parish in 
Wauconda for the past 5 years.  Now Fr. Tom, the 
Diaconate Office, and Cardinal Cupich have                
granted our request for reassignment back here  
to serve in our home Parish. 

This ‘return engagement’ has been guided by 
prayerful consideraƟon and our love for STV and its people.  While we have 
remained parishioners at St. Thomas of Villanova during our TransfiguraƟon 
Parish assignment, we now happily look forward to being fully reconnected 
with all of you in faith and ministry. 

Mark also will conƟnue to keep part of his official Deacon assignment in 
assisƟng the Archdiocesan Office for EvangelizaƟon and Missionary                          
Discipleship, as he has been doing for the past 5 years.  Ann will remain                    
serving the Parish in areas where she has been involved all along, including 
things where we minister together. 

We have appreciated all the kind words from so many of you over these 
past 5 years, and we are greatly blessed to be returning to our home 
base!  May God bless all of you! 

 
  Deacon Mark & Ann Duffey 

ROSE OF LIFE OPENINGS 
Each week in the bulleƟn, a “Rose of Life” highlights a personal     
intenƟon of a parishioner choosing to remember a deceased loved 
one, an anniversary, a birthday or another special occasion.  A rose is 
purchased and placed near the Holy Family statue in church and  
remains there for the week. The suggested donaƟon is $3.50. We have                
immediate openings in July & August!  If you would like to remember a loved 
one in this way, please call Barbara Doruff at 847-358-3852. 

SMILING THROUGH THE TEARS 
Our grief support group, “Smiling Through the Tears,” is not meeƟng this 
Tuesday, July 4th since it is a holiday.  Instead, our session has been resched-
uled to the following Tues., July 11th.  See you at 8:45am in MeeƟng Room A.  

  

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Holy Ghost Council 4977  
 
CongratulaƟons to our New 

2017/2018 Officers 

♦ Grand Knight: Bruce Alesi 
♦ Chaplain:  Appointed by the 

Grand Knight—Father Tom             
Rzepiela 

♦ Deputy Grand Knight: Bob                
Novak 

♦ Chancellor: Tom Nicholas 
♦ Financial Secretary: Appointed 

by the Supreme Council –                 
Deacon John Breit 

♦ Treasurer: Conrad Bertz 
♦ Advocate: Rick Deyhle 
♦ Recording Secretary: Tony Nix 
♦ Warden: Layne Gabiner 
♦ Inside Guard: Jim Schroedl 
♦ Inside Guard: Bill O’Brien 
♦ Outside Guard: MaƩ Chambers 
♦ Outside Guard: Jim De Giulio 
♦ 1 Year Trustee: Jack McCarthy 
♦ 2 Year Trustee: Jim Arns, Jr. 
♦ 3 Year Trustee: Jim Arns, Sr. 

 
 

Good luck and God bless you                    
as we enter another of year                    
of doing good and charitable 

works for all. 
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     STV School News 

STV SCHOOL OFFICE—Summer Hours 
The school office will be open throughout the summer from June 1st through 
August 4th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00, Mondays through Thursdays. (The office 
will be closed July 3rd—12th, but phones and email will be monitored.)  

 
JUNE 2017—LOTTERY WINNERS 
CongratulaƟons to our June 2017 School LoƩery Winners!   
$25 Donna Woodin—sold by the Parlier Family 
$25 Pasqualucci Family—sold by the Pasqualucci Family 
$50  Julie Hake—sold by Maddy Hake 
$50 Chuck Detrick—sold by Tommy & Anya McGreevy 
$50 Kloeppel Trust—sold by AnƟoneƩe Oliva 
$100 Conrad & Rita Bertz—sold aŌer Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WE’RE EXPANDING! 
Due to high enrollment, we are adding another preschool room! 

 
Register NOW before it fills up! 

Just call the School Office  847-358-2110 for more informaƟon. 
We can’t wait for you to join our STV School Family! 

 

 
8th GRADE WASHINGTON 

DC TRIP FUNDRAISER 

 
AUG 4—6 in the RAC 

Sale Hours 
Friday 8/4 – 8am-6pm 

Sat. 8/5 – 8am-6pm 
Sunday 8/6 – 8am-3pm 

 
• Start cleaning out your garages, 

basements and closets to donate  
• We will accept gently used items 

such as clothing, household 
items, furniture, electronics, etc. 

• All proceeds will go towards 
funding the 8th Grade                                  
Washington Trip scheduled for 
April, 2018!   

 
 

DONATIONS 
 

Drop-off items starƟng July 10—
July 28 Monday-Friday from 
10am-4pm at Mepham Building 
located at 530 E. Northwest Hwy. 
in PalaƟne 

Contact Jenny Parlier for more 
info. Cell phone: 847-380-9208 
Email: jparlier1970@gmail.com 

DO NOT drop off at church or 
school except on August 3rd Only                
(12-5pm) - Rowley AcƟvity                 
Center 

PRESCHOOL TEACHER NEEDED 
DescripƟon:  CerƟfied Early Childhood (Preschool) teacher 
Job Summary:  Teach preschool to 3 & 4 year old children part 
Ɵme, with the possibility of full Ɵme employment 
QualificaƟons:  Early childhood degree. Experienced preferred. 
Working CondiƟons:  Monday through Friday 7:15 to 12:15, with the possibility of full 
Ɵme.  Come join our faith-filled and energeƟc faculty as our school enrollment grows! 
ApplicaƟon Procedure: Apply online at hƩps://schools.archchicago.org/careers 
SelecƟon Procedure:  Call Mary Brinkman at 847-358-2110 for more informaƟon 
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                                                Human Concerns 

AROUND OUR TOWN 
Pastoral Care of Veterans and Their Families: Healing the Wounds of PTSD and  
Moral Injury Seminar 

• Friday, July 21 from 9am—3:30pm (Check in begins at 8:15am) 
• Advocate Condell Medical Center, 801 S Milwaukee Ave. Libertyville 
• No cost to aƩend.  Free conƟnental breakfast and lunch.  
• RSVP by July 6: maria.marƟnez1@advocatehealth.com / 847-990-5879  

Joyful Again Widowed Ministry 2-Day Retreat 
• Saturday, July 22 & Sunday, July 23 at Holy Family, Inverness 
• Saturday, August 12 & Sunday, August 13 at Mary Queen, Elmhurst 
• RSVP to 708-354-7211 or joyfulagain7211@gmail.com 

Bishops Call for 6th Annual 
FORTNIGHT for FREEDOM: JUNE 21 – JULY 4 

  

CALLING ALL CATHOLICS! 

Unite for a two-week period of prayer, fasƟng and acƟon 

to address current challenges to religious liberty 
For prayer resources, daily reflecƟons and more:  www.usccb.org 

Text FREEDOM to 377377 for updates from USCCB. 
  

You can take part in many ways: 
• Pray a daily Rosary for Religious Freedom 
• Fast from a food or acƟvity for the two week “fortnight” 
• Write leƩers to the Daily Herald and your RepresentaƟves. 
• AƩend ReconciliaƟon (Saturdays; 8:30am—9:30am) 
• EucharisƟc AdoraƟon (Wednesdays; 6pm—7pm) 

Father, we praise you and thank you for your most precious gifts of human life 
and human freedom.  Touch the hearts of our lawmakers with the wisdom and 
courage to uphold conscience rights and religious liberty for all.  Protect all 
people from being forced to violate their moral and religious convictions.  In 

your goodness, guard our freedom to live out our faith and to follow you in all 
that we do.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

- Provided by USCCB 

 

FoundaƟon for Children in Need 
(FCN), Dr. Geetha and Tom ChiƩa,                    

co-founders, Board of Directors 
Cordially invite you to 

 
The Fi eenth  

Anniversary Celebra on of 
FCN 

  
On Friday, August 4th, 2017 

At St. James Parish 
820 N. Arlington Heights Road 
     Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

  
Thanksgiving Mass 

 at 4.30 pm in the Church 
 

    Recep on and Dinner  
at 5.30 pm in the Parish Center 

  
Through this celebraƟon, Tom and 

Geetha and the Board of Directors of 
FCN would like to express their graƟtude 
to God, to all FCN sponsors, donors and 
well wishers who have been supporƟng 
the mission work of FCN. This evening is 
a celebraƟon of love and fellowship. This 

also provides an opportunity to meet 
Tom and Geetha in person, to learn 

more about their ministry, to gain an 
understanding of the various acƟviƟes of 
FCN, and to meet other sponsors and the 
FCN India core team. Sponsors who have 
visited India will share their experiences. 

  
We extend a hearty welcome to all! 

  
RSVP by July 15 

Tom and Cathy McQuillan 
E-mail: cathymcqu@icloud.com 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
CelebraƟng 100 Years of Service   
Did you know Catholic ChariƟes was founded by business 
leaders? In 1917, Cardinal Mundelein went to corporate 
philanthropic leaders with the desire to create a                              
consolidated resource for charitable support to parishes 
and the needy. Since then, we have supported all who turn to us for help through 
services touching almost every human service need. As an integral part of the                     
fabric of Cook and Lake counƟes, we remain commiƩed to the communiƟes and  
people we serve. Help us celebrate Catholic ChariƟes “Century of Hope” by sharing 
your stories and photos on Facebook, TwiƩer, and Instagram with the hashtag 
#ccofchicago100 and be sure to tag @CCofChicago. To see our journey since 1917 
and contribute your story, visit www.ccofchicago100.net 
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  2017 Golf Outing Fundraiser  

St. Thomas of Villanova  

14th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Friday, July 21st, 2017 

At White Deer Run Golf Club, Vernon Hills, IL 
Shotgun Start 12:00p.m. 

 

Make Your ReservaƟons Today! 

Addi onal Informa on, visit us online: hƩp://www.stov.org/golf-ouƟng-2017.html 
To Make Your Paid Reserva on for Golf, Contact the Parish Office at (847)358-6999 

Your $150 Paid ReservaƟon Includes:          
∗ Greens Fees and Carts            
∗ Use of PracƟce and Puƫng Ranges                
∗ Buffet Lunch and Dinner            
∗ Door Prizes, Raffles and AucƟons  

The OuƟng also Features a Puƫng Contest  
with Our STV Associate Pastor Fr. Mirek! 
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                                                                          Stewardship 

2017 Fiscal Year Sunday Sacrificial Giving  

YTD Budget $ 1,208,700.00 

YTD Actual  $ 1,165,134.90 

Over / (Under)     ($ 43,565.10) 

Date Weekend 
CollecƟon 

On-Line 
Giving 

Weekly 
Total 

Over / Under 
Budget: $23,700 

June 4 $ 24,105.36 $ 3,013.00 $ 27,118.36 $ 3,418.36 

June 11 $ 22,888.66 $ 1,828.00 $ 24,716.66 $ 1,016.66 

June 18 $ 18,335.16 $ 1,623.00 $ 19,1958.16 ($ 3,741.84) 

June 25     

THANK YOU! 

Not available due to early bulletin deadline 

 

             Saturday, July 8th 2017 
             6:00 pm—9:00 pm  
            Rowley AcƟvity Center 

 

                   $15/person;  $40/family of 4 
 

 Our Menu Includes: 
 
 
 

         SILENT and LIVE AUCTIONS with RAFFLES! 
 

To RSVP for this event, please email jeff@stvoices.org or liŌ@sƩheresachurch.org. 
 

All proceeds to benefit the High School Youth Groups at St. Thomas of Villanova & St. Theresa Parishes. 
 

Sponsored by the KOC Holy Ghost Council # 4977 and  
the St. Thomas & St. Theresa  High School Youth Groups  

♦ Minestrone Soup 
♦ Salad with Fresh Greens 
♦ Mostaccioli 

♦ Italian Sausage with peppers  
♦ Meatballs 
♦ Garlic Bread 

♦ Water, Soda, Coffee & Tea 
♦ Assorted Desserts 
♦ Gluten free items available 
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Since I know I’m among friends here, 
I’m OK in telling you that as a writer, 
I’m not big on grammar. It’s not that I 
don’t think grammar is important. It’s 
crazy important. But someƟmes I use 
fragments. Generally speaking I use 
fewer commas than the rules and/or 
my wife Gail call for. Heck. I end             
sentences in “for”… And on top of all 
that, I’m not good at the nomencla-
ture. Oh, I’m solid with the work-             
horses. I’m all over nouns and verbs. I 
have to think about adjecƟves and 
adverbs, though. I know how to use 
them, I just get the names confused. 
You know. Sort of like knowing how 
to get from Wrigley Field to Allstate 
Arena but not knowing the street 
names along the way. Perhaps I 
should have paid more aƩenƟon to 
Sister Vincent’s diagramming                         
assignments back at St. Anthony’s. Or 
at least to ConjuncƟon JuncƟon. And 
preposiƟons? If only…  And                          
interjecƟons? Oh, my! And pronouns? 
Man, don’t even get me started on 
pronouns…  
 
Never mind. I’m already started… I’ve 
long held that as pronouns go, 
“whatever” is one of the edgier ones. 
I mean, how many Ɵmes have we 
heard it in response to something 
we’ve asked a friend, family member, 
or co-worker? Indeed, how many 
Ɵmes have we used it ourselves? And 
perhaps with aƫtude. I’m not sure, 
but I think the grammar experts call 
“whatever” a relaƟve pronoun--or 
maybe an indefinite pronoun, or  
maybe an indefinite relaƟve                      
pronoun--because it doesn’t refer to a 
specific/recognized/understood noun. 
“Do you want Mexican or Chinese for 
dinner tonight? “Whatever.” “Should 
we go see Wonder Woman or The 
Mummy?” “Whatever.” “Do you want 
to go to 4:30 Mass or 10:30 Mass?” 
“Whatever.” “Whatever” is indefinite 
and relaƟve all day long. I knew a guy 
in college who said it in response to 

almost everything, and this was              
annoying because his vagueness                   
never gave me much to work with. 
Most of us, in contrast, need a liƩle 
more specificity.  
  
Jesus gives us specificity. He spells 
things out for us quite nicely, in fact. 
If not harshly on occasion. And 
“whoever,” not “whatever,” is the 
pronoun he chooses (ten Ɵmes!) to 
bring his message home. “Whoever 
loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me,” he says, “and 
whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and 
whoever does not take up his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me.” 
Gulp. But he uses the pronoun--also 
indefinite and relaƟve--to offer hope, 
too. Hope that he’s speaking to each 
of us as he explains that whoever re-
ceives the righteous man because of 
the man’s holiness will be rewarded. 
The woman from Shunem in the first 
reading gets it. She knows all about 
receiving the righteous man. She 
could have sent Elisha on his way, but 
she prepares a room for him instead. 
Such a wise woman! And yet she is no 
wiser than any of us who embrace 
Jesus as Lord. For--reiteraƟng Paul--
we died with Christ through bapƟsm 
and now we live with him for the    
duraƟon. So, “Whatever?” Not this 
Ɵme. This Ɵme it’s “Whoever.” And 
grammaƟcally, the pronoun points 
(with hope) to you and me. 

   Growing Our Faith 

ON PRONOUNS, AND TWO IN PARTICULAR 

Copyright 2017 by John B. Reynolds 
(john@jrwrites.com))  

 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 Theology on Tap  
Sponsored by Young Adult Ministry -                  

Northwest Chicago (YAM-NW) 
For Adults (single or married)  

21-39 years of age 
 

• July 12—Deacon Allen Tatara, 7pm 
How to Listen for God’s Voice in an 
Earbud-Wearing World 
LocaƟon: Arlington Ale House,                        
Arlington Heights 

 
• July 19—Ms. Kate Macan, 7pm 

Mary is my Homegirl: Lessons on Life, 
Love, and Mission from the Blessed 
Mother 
St. Thomas of Villanova, PalaƟne 

 
• July 26—Mr. Peter Newburn, 7pm 

There Must Be More Than This: What 
is God's Plan for My Life? 
St. Alphonsus Liguori, Prospect 
Heights 

 
• August 2—Sr. Stephanie Baliga, 7pm 

AthleƟcs and Faith 
LocaƟon TBD 

 
• August 9—Fr. Dominic Clemente, 7 pm 

And God saw that it was Good: Beer  
Arlington Ale House, Arlington 
Heights 

 
Young Adult Ministry Office is proud to 
conƟnue the tradiƟon of Theology on 
Tap for the 35th summer at 25 sites 
throughout the Archdiocese. With a 
wonderful group of speakers and pre-
senters covering dozens of topics, we are 
excited for a busy summer and to cele-
brate our youth and our faith with young 
adults across the Chicagoland area. 

Visit Young Adult Ministries (YAM) at: 
www.vic1chicago.org  

for more details and events! 
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                                                                               Family Matters 

LITURGY SCHEDULE for JULY 8 / 9 

 SATURDAY 5:00 PM SUNDAY 7:30 AM SUNDAY 9:30 AM SUNDAY 11:15 AM 

PRESIDER TBA TBA TBA TBA 

DEACON Deacon Len Marturano Deacon Rich Willer Deacon Tom Dunne Deacon John Breit 

HOMILY TBA TBA TBA TBA 

LECTORS Dennis Young 
Jean Pope  

Tom Greener 
Ed Boduch  

Denis Giuntoli 
Phil Giuntoli  

Chanelle Savich 
Ray Savich  

MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

 

Marilyn Marturano 
Jim Dunne 

Carol Gabiner 
Layne Gabiner 
Corinne Greico 
Helen Janicki 
Mike Kanis 
Peggy King 

Jack McCarthy 
Jo McCarthy  

Mary Willer 
Carole Parsons 

Mila Quiaoit 
Sarah Rauen 
Gay Sladky 

Bob Slanicky 
Lori Smithe 
Rita Snyder 

Bonnie Fennig 
Karen Flasch  

Sue Allen 
Kris Bartolameolli 

Dave Haen 
Jean Haen 
Leo Herz 

Susan Weres 
Alice Witt 

Debbie Yurcheshen 
Marty Yurcheshen  

Donna Breit 
Bob Haas 
Lynn Haas 

Barbara Hedrich 
Nancy Hulsebosch 

Laura Klotz 
Jeanie Landeweer 

Jill Lott 
Joyce Miller 
Tom Nolan  

SERVERS 
 
 

Lily Dix 
Emily Murphy 
Tyler Murphy  

Johnny Pellettiere 
Madeline Hake 
Kelly O'Shea  

Evelyn Page 
Kathy Palmowski 

Claudia Tran  
Justin Oliver 

Luke Hulsebosch 
Maura McGarvey  

GREETERS     M 
         G 
         N 

Judy Gott  
J & R Redmond  
Sylvia Schaffer  

Bob & Margo Stanek  
Karen Froelich  
T & M Greener  

M Schaefer & Brendan  
George & Carol Sokulski  

Cheryl Sutton  

T & N Hulsebosch  
Laura Klotz  

J & J Landeweer  

SUNDAY 1:30 PM 

TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MARRIAGE MOMENTS 
Independence is an important step 
on the journey to adulthood, but 
marriage also requires dependence. 
I depend on you to keep your word, 
to be there when I'm feeling hurt, 
to watch the kids so I can have a 
break. How do you depend on one 
another? 

 
 

PARENTING POINTERS 
Every country has its patrioƟc                
holidays; and, in the USA, July 4 
celebrates freedom. How FREE are 
you and your children? Can you 
enjoy each other's company with-
out spending money? Can you 
have fun without depending on 
electricity? Explore free recreaƟon 
this weekend. Sing and dance -                   
or at least talk and walk.  
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     Our Weekly Prayers 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, July 3 
No Communion Service at 6:30am 

8:00am  For the Leaders of our Country 
Tuesday, July 4—INDEPENDENCE DAY 

No Communion Service at 6:30am 
9:30am  Joseph White 
Wednesday, July 5 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am All Military Personnel 
Thursday, July 6 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am  Betsy Hulsebosch; IntenƟon 

for Una & Mary Kerrigan 
Friday, July 7 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am For the SancƟty of All Human Life 
Saturday, July 8 
8:00am For All Who Are Sick 
5:00pm   Cliff Rees;  
  Madaline Tomaszek;  
Sunday, July 9 
7:30am  BeƩy Alter 
9:30am  Steve Chernicky; 
 All Living & Deceased Parishioners  
11:15am  Kathy Tomusiak;  Marie Kay; 

 Katy & Jim Tracy 
1:30pm Mass—POLISH  

 
 

DAILY READINGS 
 

Mon:  Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc-2; Jn 20:24-29 
Tue:  Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-12; Mt 8:23-27 
Wed:  Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-13;  
 Mt 8:28-34 
Thu:  Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 
Fri:  Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67;  
 Ps 106:1b-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Sat:  Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-6;  
 Mt 9:14-17;  
Sun:  Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;  
 Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

Barbara Amato 
Lou Anderson 

Jim Baur 
Kathy Bell 

Jeanette Blaszynski 
Cherie Bott 

Andy Bouchonville 
Baby Billy Callahan 
Baby Ray Callahan 

Anna Marie Candorla 
Tom Cook 

John Cooney 
Abbey Corbett 

Baby Seamus Cullen 
Brenda Darling 

Jason Dean 
Emily Dempsey 

Beth Dix 
William Dvorak 

Jeanne Formanski 
Kirk Forseth 

Faith Forseth 
Parker Forseth 

Mel Gass 
Bill Gerl 

Sylvia Gronski 
Marino Guardalabene 

RJ Hubka 
Adeline Kaczmarek 
Mary Anne Kiesel 
Wesley Knutson 

Mary Alice Kobler 
Susan Kordell  

George Kwiatkowski 
John Kwiatkowski 
Leia Kwaitkowski 
Lotti Kwaitkowski 
Mark Kwaitkowski 

Robin Kwiatkowski 
Stanley Kwiatkowski 

Lauren Lambert 
Gene Lazich 
Harold Lewis 
Peggy Lowe 

Baby Alexa Mang 
Helen Mariano 
Bob Maruska 

Elayne Maruska 
Candida Morales 

Mike Moran 
Paul Moser 
Mary Obey 
Rita Olles 

George Oslovich 
ValenƟne Pawlak 

Boni Quiaoit 
PaƩy Reynolds 

Elaine Romanchek 
Ken Romanchek 

Dick Samojla 
Carlos Serna 
Shawn Smith 
John Socha 

Russell Spano 
Alice Stedronsky 

Anne Swaw 
Robert SzoƩ 

Sharon Tadsen 
Marcy Weckler Barr 

Jeri Sue Welty 
Connie Wilberding 

William Yadron 
Martha Zara 

 

FOR OUR SICK 

U.S. Air Force 
• MSGT Dan Fialek 
• SrA JusƟn Godsey 
• MSGT MaƩhew Grelck 
• CPT Erin Killion 
• CPT Sean McGee 
• SrA Trenton J. Metyk 
• SSGT Darrel J. Moe 
• SSGT Brian R. O’Donnell 
• A1C Joshua Olszak 
• MAJ MaƩhew Walz 
 
U.S. Army 
• MAJ Robert Bland 
• MAJ BernadeƩe O’Shea Bland 
• PFC Ryan Camis-Sutherland 
• CPT Ben Couchey 
• SSGT Brian J. Dankowski 
• CPT Joel Hilborn 
• SPC Jeffry Ketelsen 
• SF Joseph Kilcullen III, Green 

Beret 

• LT Michael Labek 
• 2LT Daniel Lloyd 
• SSGT DusƟn Lyles 
• SPC Michael  Medina 
• SGT Kevin Miller 
• CWO2 Timothy O’Cain 
• CPT James Ruetsche,  Ranger 
• CPT Jesse Turner 
• CPT Tina Stowick Turner 
• PFC Will Willis 
• Troops in the Middle East 
 
U.S. Coast Guard 
• LT Kevin O’Brien 

 
U.S. Marine Corps 
• MAJ Joey Cross 
• CPL David Crouse 
• MSGT Jason Dean 
• WO1 Thomas Grygowski 
• PFC Jeffrey Daniel Krantz 
• CPT Thomas McCarthy 

• LCPL Cameron Miller 
• CPL Sam Miller 
• SGT Conor O’Neill 
• SGT Nicholas Regini 
• CPL Kyle Rich 
• SGT Corey A. White 
 
U.S. Navy 
• ENS Jeremy Adams 
• LCDR Kevin Brandwein 
• LCDR John-Paul Falardeau 
• CAPT Jason Haen 
• SN Caleb Harrington 
• PO2 David Holley 
• LT Quinn Daniel Kilpatrick 
• SN Gregory MinoƩ 
• AN James Steininger 
 

 

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 
Lord, bless the men and women of our military as they answer the call to serve our naƟon and 
defend our freedom. Protect and heal them-- body, soul, mind and spirit--especially those in 
harm's way. Most of all let them know your love; that you are with them, and that you will 
never forsake or abandon them.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

ROSE OF LIFE 
In Loving Memory of... 

My Mother, ALBIA BLASZCZYK and 
 My Brother, TOMMY CYGAN 

Come to Mass on Independence Day                                     
to give thanks to God for our freedom!   

TUESDAY, JULY 4th at 9:30am 
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       Informacje po polsku (Polish Information) 
 

NIEDZIELNA SKŁADKA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

W sumie:    $ 5,150.00 

04 maja $ 1,623.00   

11 maja $ 1,327.00 

18 maja $ 2,200.00 

15 maja N / A 

XIII Niedziela Zwykła – Kochać bardziej niż... 
Jezus mówiąc o miłość, kilkakrotnie używa słowa bardziej. Czy kochasz mnie bardziej aniżeli ci? 
Czy kochasz mnie bardziej niż matkę i ojca? Widocznie miłość ma różne stopnie. Jezus mówi 
wyraźnie, byśmy Go kochali najbardziej, ponad wszystko inne. Nie znaczy to, że nie mamy 
kochać innych. Jezus mówi kochajcie swoją mamę, swojego tatę, swoją żonę, swojego męża, 
swoje dzieci, ale mnie kochajcie bardziej od nich, bo jeśli mnie będziecie kochać bardziej, to 
miłość wobec ludzi będzie wam się udawała, będzie piękna. By rzeczywiście kochać człowieka, 
należy najpierw bardziej kochać Boga, a wówczas prawdziwa miłość do człowieka stanie się 
możliwa. 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘[…] Panno święta, co Jasnej bronisz               
Częstochowy i w Ostrej świecisz Bramie…’                   

– ‘Pan Tadeusz’ Adam Mickiewicz 
 

Matka Boża Miłosierdzia z Ostrej Bramy 
Nie wiemy, kto namalował łaskami słynący wiz-

erunek, pochodzący z XVI w. Niektórzy przypisują jego 
autorstwo krakowskiemu artyście Łukaszowi, inni zaś 
nieznanemu twórcy ze szkoły włoskiej. Namalowany 
został techniką temperową na podkładzie klejowo-
kredowym na dębowych deskach o wymiarach 200x165 
cm. Do dzisiaj Ostra Brama przyciąga rzesze pątników i 
turystów a przede wszystkim Polaków. 

  
Dziewięć bram 

Wilno to miasto, którego według legendy, 
założycielem był Giedymin, dziadek Jagiełły i Witolda, 
można zwiedzać bez końca. Spotykają się tutaj kultury 
różnych narodów, różne wyznania, co niewątpliwie 
wpływa na jego niezapomniany urok. Jednym z charak-
terystycznych zabytków miasta nad Wilią jest Ostra 
Brama. 

Wilno słynęło niegdyś z ok. 30 wizerunków mar-
yjnych. Do dzisiaj na całym świecie znane jest przede 
wszystkim z kultu ostrobramskiej Matki Bożej 
Miłosierdzia. Z dziewięciu bram miejskich, które na 
początku XVI w. stanowiły integralną część muru 
obronnego miasta, do dzisiaj pozostała tylko ta jedna. 
Reprezentacyjną, tutaj bowiem witano przybywających 
do miasta oficjalnych gości, położoną od południowo-
wschodniej strony przy trakcie do Miednik i Krewa, 
bramę nazywano początkowo Trocką. Z czasem zyskała 
miano ‘ostrej’, prawdopodobnie od mocno zwężającego 
się tutaj obszaru miasta. Zgodnie ze średniowiecznym 
zwyczajem, tuż nad bramami, zamieszczano święte 
obrazy, by chroniły mieszkańców miasta przed katakliz-
mami. 

 Początkowo w ostrobramskim portalu, stanowiąc 
harmonijną całość, widniały dwa wizerunki: Jezusa 
Chrystusa i Matki Bożej. Ponieważ były nieosłonięte, pod 
wpływem warunków atmosferycznych – niszczały. Pier-

wotny obraz Madonny nie jest więc znany. Zastąpił go 
nowy, zachowany do czasów współczesnych. 

  
Madonna o przymrużonych oczach 

 Obraz Matki Bożej umieszczony jest na 
wykonanym przez wileńskiego złotnika Ignacego 
Skinderskiego antepedium z 1799 r. Madonna o przym-
rużonych oczach, zatopionych w kontemplacji, jest bez 
Dzieciątka. Okryta jest złotą błyszczącą sukienką. Głowa 
ukoronowana dwiema nałożonymi na siebie koronami 
pochylona jest nieco w prawo, a ręce skrzyżowane na 
piersiach. Głowę Dziewicy otacza złocista aureola z 
promieni i gwiazd. Teologicznie wizerunek nawiązuje do 
apokaliptycznej wizji zwycięskiej Niewiasty. Na dole 
obrazu znajduje się duży, srebrny półksiężyc – wotum 
umieszczone w 1849 r. – chyba najbardziej charakter-
ystyczny element wizerunku. 

 Kult Matki Bożej zaczął rozwijać się szczególnie po 
1622 r., kiedy to w pobliżu Ostrej Bramy osiedlili się 
karmelici. Oni to zapoczątkowali wspólne odmawianie 
modlitw zakonnych przed obrazem i przejęli opiekę nad 
ostrobramskim wizerunkiem. Pod bramę przychodzili też 
mieszkańcy Wilna, przybywali pątnicy, wierząc, że Os-
trobramska Pani jest skuteczną orędowniczką w niebie. 
Ta wiara przetrwała przez wiele stuleci. 

 W okresie zaborów, szczególnie w okresie 
powstania styczniowego, pod kaplicą organizowano 
patriotyczne manifestacje. To właśnie do Ostrobramskiej 
Pani w 1919 r. zmierzał pochód uczonych, dostojników 
państwowych i kościelnych, a także młodzieży, by pod-
ziękować Madonnie za możliwość otwarcia Uniwersyte-
tu Stefana Batorego w Wilnie. Wielkim przeżyciem 
religijnym i patriotycznym rangi państwowej stała się 
koronacja wizerunku papieskimi koronami, która odbyła 
się w wileńskiej katedrze 2 lipca 1927 r. i otrzymała, 
decyzją papieża Piusa XI, tytuł Królowej Korony Polskiej. 
W uroczystościach wzięli udział najwyżsi dostojnicy z 
marszałkiem Józefem Piłsudskim i prezydentem Ignacym 
Mościckim na czele. Wiele lat później kolejne pokolenia 
wiernych podczas wojny modliły się za wstawiennic-
twem Maryi o wyzwolenie spod okupacji niemieckiej i 
sowieckiej. Po włączeniu Wilna do Związku Radzieckiego, 
mimo ostrych restrykcji i zakazów ze strony władz 
komunistycznych, sanktuarium funkcjonowało. 

 Do dziś na bramie widnieje łaciński napis: ‘Mater 
Misericordiae – sub Tuum praesidium confugi-
mus’ [Matko Miłosierdzia – pod Twoją obronę uciekamy 
się]. 

  
Kaplica 

Wszyscy pragnący odnaleźć spokój, by w ciszy 
powierzyć troski Maryi, winni skierować swe kroki do 
niewielkiej, sklepionej trzema łukami Kaplicy Os-
trobramskiej. Prowadzi do niej boczne wejście w murze 
kościoła św. Teresy, wzniesionego w XVII w. By dostać 
się do kaplicy, trzeba pokonać długie wyślizgane schody. 
Pokolenia pielgrzymów przychodziły bowiem do Maryi 
na kolanach, by wypraszać łaski dla siebie i swoich 
bliskich lub dziękując pozostawiali wota. Do dzisiaj jej 
ściany zdobią medaliony, ryngrafy, tabliczki, korale… 
Wśród nich jest wotum marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego ze 
słowami: ‘Dziękuję Ci Matko za Wilno’. Do Ostrej Bramy 

pielgrzymował Jan Paweł II, który ofiarował Maryi złotą 
różę. Będąc w Wilnie w 1993 r. papież wspominał: ‘W 
momencie mojego wyboru na Stolicę Piotrową 
pomyślałem o Matce Najświętszej z Ostrej Bramy’. 

 Na sklepieniach kaplicy znajdują się sƟukowe 
płaskorzeźby przedstawiające Gwiazdę Betlejemską, 
Arkę Noego i Arkę Przymierza. Przy ołtarzu wznoszą się 
cztery kolumny, a między nimi umieszczono posągi św. 
Joachima i św. Anny – rodziców Najświętszej Maryi 
Panny. 

 Kaplicę trawiło kilka pożarów, jednak 
najgroźniejszy, z 1715 r., zniszczył ją całkowicie. 
Cudowny obraz udało się wynieść do kościoła św. Tere-
sy. W kolejnych latach kaplica powiększała się o 
zakrysƟę i galerię dla modlących się wiernych. Kiedy w 
1799 r. władze cesarskie rozpoczęły burzenie miejskich 
murów i wszystkich bram w Wilnie, ale Ostrą Bramę 
pozostawiono nietkniętą. W 1829 r. wzniesiono nową, w 
stylu późno klasycystycznym kaplicę oraz dobudowano 
piętrową galerię z murowanymi schodami. W takim 
kształcie istnieje do dzisiaj. 

  
‘[…] i w Ostrej świecisz Bramie...’ 

Kiedy stoi się pod wileńską bramą, zadzierając 
nieco głowę do góry, by spojrzeć na cudowny wizerunek 
Madonny, modlitewne słowa Mickiewiczowskiej in-
wokacji: ‘Panno Święta, co Jasnej bronisz Częstochowy i 
w Ostrej świecisz Bramie...’ same cisną się na usta, i to 
nie tylko wybitnym humanistom. Należy pamiętać, że 
niezależnie od wiatru historii, podziałów geopoli-
tycznych, sanktuarium Matki Bożej Miłosierdzia 
zachowuje status jednego z symboli Rzeczypospolitej. 

 Choć pod bramą panuje nieustanny gwar, tłumy 
ludzi przechodzą ulicą, wielu fotografuje, niektóre grupy 
pielgrzymkowe śpiewają, słychać szepty modlitwy, to 
jest w tym wszystkim coś niesamowitego i niepowtarzal-
nego. Bo i historia tego miejsca i wileńskiej Madonny 
jest niezwykła. Warto też wspomnieć, że właśnie tutaj, u 
Matki Bożej Miłosierdzia, w dniach 26-28 kwietnia 1935 
r., podczas uroczystości związanych z obchodami za-
kończenia Jubileuszu Odkupienia Świata, po raz pierwszy 
publicznie był uczczony wizerunek Najmiłosierniejszego 
Zbawiciela. Wspomina o tym w swoim ‘Dzienniczku’ św. 
s. Faustyna: ‘Przez trzy dni był ten obraz wystawiony na 
widok publiczny i odbierał cześć publiczną, ponieważ był 
umieszczony w Ostrej Bramie, w szczycie okna, dlatego 
było go widać z bardzo daleka’ (Dz. 89), a w innym 
miejscu dodaje: ‘[stąd] udzielił Pan błogosławieństwa, a 
promienie [jak na obrazie namalowanym według jej 
wskazówek właśnie w Wilnie przez Eugeniusza 
Kazimirowskiego] rozeszły się na cały świat’ (Dz. 420). 

  
Są takie obrazy, krucyfiksy i figury, przed którymi 

kolana same się uginają, a ręce składają do modlitwy. 
Są takie miejsca, świątynie, nekropolie, rozrzucone po 
całym świecie, które nie pozostawiają nawiedzających 
je obojętnymi. Gdzie dotykając kamieni, czuje się 
pulsujący jeszcze nerw historii splecionej z wiarą 
przodków i nadzieją na lepsze jutro. Kiedy słyszy się 
szelest kroków ‘tych, co szli przed nami’... Jednym z 
takich miejsc jest Ostra Brama w Wilnie. Polaku 
Pielgrzymie, czy byłeś tam kiedyś? 
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