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Second Homily 
 

Dear Parish Family of St. Thomas, 
 
Friday was the Feast of Saint Blaise. This weekend at all of our Masses we did a general 
blessing seeking the intercession of Saint Blaise. We have been blessing throats all 
week—Wednesday at our school Mass and Friday at our regular 8 AM Mass. Then on 
Sunday and Monday, we will be blessing throats in our Religious Education Classes. We 

pray—"Though the intercession of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr, may God deliver you from every sickness of 
the throat and every other illness of the body."  And while you are praying, say one for our Cardinal Blase that 
he remains healthy to continue to guide us in the loving ways of the Lord.  
 
Once again, it has been a week of funerals at St. Thomas.  The Lord has called home some of our                             
parishioners as we celebrated four funerals this past week.  Yes, these are difficult yet blessed and holy                   
moments for all of us as we pray with the families who must give back their loved ones to God.  I invite you             
to pray for all of our grieving families in our St. Thomas of Villanova Parish Family.  Grief is always with us 
whether we realize it or even admit it to ourselves.  St. Thomas of Villanova has a Grief Support Ministry.  We 
have a monthly support meeting to pray, share and support others in their pain and loss.  Our support group, 
“Smiling Through the Tears,” is meeting this week on Tuesday, February 7 at 8:45am.  It is open to anyone 
who is seeking hope and peace.   
 
We now have the most ever. Our fall recruitment drive was a major success. You have now seen all of the 
new ones – even if they were "shadowy figures " - shadowing the experienced ones. We congratulate our 23 
new Altar Servers on their willingness to serve our Saint Thomas of Villanova Parish Family at the altar of 
God. See the names of all of our newest servers later on in this bulletin. We thank their parents who will "get 
them to the church on time" for their appointed Mass. Also special thank you to Mrs. Sheila O'Shea who              
coordinates this entire Altar Server operation including the scheduling. She has done it faithfully for years!  
We are grateful for her commitment to our young people and to God. 
 
On your behalf, I offer congratulations to Hunter Conner and Zack Gray on their special achievement.  Last 
week, they were presented with the “Ad Altare Dei ” award at Holy Name Cathedral by Rev. Ron Hicks, the 
Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago.  I am proud of both young men especially because they are 
graduates of our Religious Education Program, and they are committed Altar Servers even though they are  
in High School!  You guys are awesome!  Congrats! 
 
I would like to share with you a statement from our Cardinal Blase Cupich about the state of affairs in our 
country: 
 

The previous weekend proved to be a dark moment in U.S. history. The executive order to turn away 
refugees and to close our nation to those, particularly Muslims, fleeing violence, oppression and 
persecution is contrary to both Catholic and American values.  Have we not repeated the disastrous 
decisions of those in the past who turned away other people fleeing violence, leaving certain                     
ethnicities and religions marginalized and excluded? We Catholics know that history well, for, like 
others, we have been on the other side of such decisions. 

These actions impose a sweeping and immediate halt on migrants and refugees from several                   
countries, people who are suffering, fleeing for their lives. Their design and implementation have 
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been rushed, chaotic, cruel and oblivious to the realities that will produce enduring security for the 
United States. They have left people holding valid visas and other proper documents detained in our 
airports, sent back to the places some were fleeing or not allowed to board planes headed here. Only 
at the eleventh hour did a federal judge intervene to suspend this unjust action. 

We are told this is not the “Muslim ban” that had been proposed during the presidential campaign, 
but these actions focus on Muslim-majority countries. They make an exception for Christians and 
non-Muslim minorities, but not for Muslims refugees fleeing for their lives. Ironically, this ban does 
not include the home country of 15 of the 19 September 11 hijackers. Yet, people from Iraq, even 
those who assisted our military in a destructive war, are excluded. 

The United States has a long history of welcoming refugees who are fleeing for their lives and                  
Catholic organizations have helped to resettle many families, men, women, and children, from 
around the globe. Many of our priests, religious and laypeople have accompanied newcomers                   
precisely to assist them in this process. Because of our history of aiding in refugee and migrant                
settlement for decades, we know the very lengthy and thorough vetting process they must face before 
they are admitted to our country. We have seen initial fear turn into a generous willingness of local 
communities to accept and integrate refugees. Here in Chicago generations of migrants have found 
a new home. We are better for it. 

The world is watching as we abandon our commitments to American values. These actions give aid 
and comfort to those who would destroy our way of life. They lower our estimation in the eyes of the 
many peoples who want to know America as a defender of human rights and religious liberty, not a 
nation that targets religious populations and then shuts its doors on them. 

It is time to put aside fear and join together to recover who we are and what we represent to a world 
badly in need of hope and solidarity. “If we want security, let us give security; if we want life, let us 
give life; if we want opportunities, let us provide opportunities.” Pope Francis issued these                        
challenging words to Congress in 2015, and followed with a warning that should haunt us as we 
come to terms with the events of the weekend: “The yardstick we use for others will be the yardstick 
which time will use for us.” 

Next weekend, I am scheduled to preach at all the Masses about the “Annual Catholic Appeal” which always 
happens in this cold month of February.  Did you receive your letter from the Cardinal yet about this matter?  
The theme of this year’s appeal is “Love Your Neighbor As Yourself.”  Does this sound familiar?  Jesus                  
proclaimed that along time ago and it should be the theme each day of our hearts and our lives.  I will tell you 
more about it next weekend.   

 
        Your Pastor, 

 
        Rev. Thomas R. Rzepiela 

 
P.S. Have Super Sunday—not Sundae! 
P.P.S.  I will share with you next weekend the status of our Liturgical Music Ministry. 
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    Parish Events 
 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, February 5 
9:15am Religious Ed Classes         School, 
                   MRB & TR 
9:40am Children’s Liturgy of the Word   MRD 
10:00am RCIA Class     MRA 
3:30pm STV School Sports      RAC 
7:00pm Polish Adult Volleyball      RAC 

  

Monday, February 6 
2:45pm STV School Sports      RAC 
4:00pm Religious Ed Classes School 
7:00pm STV Scripture Study     MRB 
7:30pm K of C—Officers’ Mtg     MRC 
  

Tuesday, February 7 
8:45am Smiling Thru the Tears     MRC 
1:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry     MRB 
2:45pm STV School Sports      RAC 
6:45pm STV Scripture Study    MRD 
7:00pm 1st Communion  Church 
 Parent MeeƟng 
7:30pm Women’s Club Guild 4    MRA 
9:00pm Men’s Basketball      RAC 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
1:00pm Golden Villanovan          MRA / B 
4:00pm VOICES Drop-In                TR/RAC        
6:00pm EucharisƟc AdoraƟon      Church 
7:00pm GIFT I MeeƟng             MRB & D 
8:00pm A.A. (Closed MeeƟng)     MR4 

 
 

Thursday, February 9 
2:45pm STV School Sports      RAC 
7:00pm Adult Choir PracƟce Church 
7:00pm GIFT II MeeƟng             MRB & D 
   

Friday, February 10 
8:45am STV Scripture Study       MRA—D 
6:30pm STV School Jr. High Dance    RAC 
  

Saturday, February 11 
8:40am STV Scripture Study     MRB 
8:40am Morning Bible Study     MRC 
7:00pm Singles Game Night      MRA & B 
  

Sunday, February 12 
9:15am Religious Ed Classes         School, 
                   MRB & TR 
9:40am Children’s Liturgy of the Word   MRD 
10:00am RCIA Class     MRA 
3:30pm STV School Sports      RAC 

 
 

• GOLDEN VILLANOVANS  
− Monday, February 6 at 1pm—Ladies Luncheon at Bakers Square:                                      

270 E  Northwest Hwy, PalaƟne. RSVP to Lorraine 847-358-3024 
− Wednesday, February 8 at 1pm in MRA & B.  General MeeƟng for new and 

current members.  PresentaƟon on Arlington Heights Senior Center.                     
For more info: Ken Doruff 847-358-3852 

• “SMILING THROUGH THE TEARS” GRIEF SUPPORT Tuesday, February 7 at 
8:45am in MeeƟng Room C.   If you have had a death in the family, come and let 
us share the grieving process.  For more info: Connie West 847-358-6999 

• "TO BE JOYFUL AGAIN” A non denominaƟonal support group for widows,  
widowers, or anyone else who has lost a significant other, meets the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 7 P.M. at Holy Family Parish, 2515 PalaƟne Road, 
Inverness. Come, get the support you need in this difficult Ɵme. All are welcome.  
Elaine at 847-705-9886 or Debbie at 847-991-7327 for more informaƟon." 

• STV SCHOOL LOTTERY SALES  AŌer Mass in the Gathering Area & Narthex 

• ST. PAT / ST. JOE FUNDRAISER TICKET SALES AŌer Mass;  Gathering Area & 
Narthex 

• KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Blood Drive on Sunday, February 5 from 7:45am—
1pm at St. Theresa, Lower Dolan Center.   

MEMORIAL MASS FOR GENE  & CAROL O’HERN 
Gene and Carol O'Hern formerly served as a Deacon couple at STV. They each 
served in parish ministry, both before and aŌer Gene was ordained in 1999 
and unƟl they moved to Florida in 2003.  Tragically, they were both killed in a 
car accident in Florida in December.  There will be a Memorial Mass in honor 
of Gene & Carol here at STV, which also will be aƩended by their children, 
Brian and Carolynne, and their families.  All are invited to aƩend.  
Saturday February 11, 2017; 11:00 am -- VisitaƟon with the family in Church  

Noon -- Memorial Mass with Fr. Ray and Deacons/Wives 

2017 COUPLES BAG TOURNAMENT 
CongratulaƟons to the Winners of the 2017 STOV Couples  
Bags Tournament:  **  Alex Vorisek and Dave Milas  ** 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who aƩended, and we so appreciated all the 
people who helped set up, take down and provided the desserts.  A great 
night was enjoyed by all.  Thank you, too, Fr. Tom, for your support for this 
fun event.   - Deacon John and Donna Breit 
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  Parish Events 
 

WELCOME 
New  

Altar Servers ! 
 

Have you recently  noƟced an extra 
person or two at the altar during 
Mass?  This is because our newly 
trained Altar Servers have begun 
shadowing our experienced servers.  
This past November all 4th-7th 
grade Religious Ed. and STV School 
Students were invited to join this 
wonderful ministry by aƩending a 
training session.  Under Father 
Tom's expert guidance, these young             
people learned how to assist the 
priest at the altar with reverence, 
respect and faith.  We are blessed  
to announce that we have 23 new 
Altar Servers that have made a   
commitment to serve at the Altar             
of God. CongratulaƟons to: 

Thank you to all of our Altar Servers 
who conƟnue to give of their Ɵme 
and talent while helping our Priests, 
our Parish and, above, all God! 
 
Sheila O'Shea 
Altar Server Coordinator 

 
 

Reflecting on Success— 
Planning for More! 

 
Our 16th year of helping make homes Warmer, Safer, Dryer in Central Appalachia was 
a great success. Thanks to your conƟnued generosity we were able to raise over 
$5,000 for the trip. In October 2016, 8 volunteers made the trip to Guyan Valley  
Brenton, WV.  Our crews worked on 3 different houses during the week.  Here are 
some of the project highlights: 

• One house needed an enƟre new roof and siding. Our team worked hard on this 
and completed all the work making this ready for the cold winter. There was also 
a large amount of debris on this site which made for an unsafe environment for 
the children that lived there, but because of your generous donaƟons we were 
able to help them get a dumpster to clean up the site.     

• Since the team was able to finish the 1st project early, we split up and went to 2 
addiƟonal homes. One crew worked to complete a railing on the front steps    
leading to the house and a railing on a second floor balcony. The family was so 
grateful to all the volunteers that they bought pizza for everyone on the last day. 
The other crew worked on building a ramp and moving a set of concrete steps 
back in place in front of the house.  

These projects could never have been completed without your generous donaƟons 
that go towards purchasing the thousands of dollars in materials. 

Thank you again to all the St Thomas parishioners for the conƟnuous support you 
have shown the ASP ministry over the last 16 years.  We will again be going to the 
Appalachian region in October, 2017 for our 17th mission trip so watch your bulleƟns 
for informaƟon on exact dates and locaƟon.   

On a final note: JP will be stepping down from direcƟng the ASP ministry to spend 
more Ɵme with his family. I want to thank him for his dedicaƟon and service as                
Director of this Ministry for the past 16 years. He has been the hands and feet of  
Jesus along with the countless number of volunteers over the past 16 years and has 
helped make homes Warmer, Safer, and Dryer for a great number of families in need. 

ASP Ministry inquiries can now be directed to Robert Haufe  
by email at rhaufe2005@yahoo.com. 

• Jose Aguilar                
Rodriguez 

• Jake Bargowski 
• KaƟe Burke 
• David Dabrowski 
• Lily Dix 
• Abigail Gallicho 
• Douglas Hall 
• Nate Hamlin 
• Grace Hedgepeth 
• Aiden Hill 
• Brianna Holmes 

• Mark Hulsebosch 
• Anna MarƟno 
• Elise MarƟno 
• Jason Mayschak 
• Emily Murphy 
• JusƟn Oliver 
• Johnny Pelleƫere 
• Colin Regan 
• Joshua Reiswig 
• Victoria Ruetsche 
• Claudia Tran 
• Kiera Treganza 
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   School News 

Dear Friends: 
 
Stepping into a Catholic school, we experience the beauty 

of providing a learning environment that celebrates faith as 
we help children grow in knowledge, and then practice 
serving others with the gifts that God has given to them. 

 
As I write this leƩer to you, Catholic School’s Week is in full swing.  We 
are busy celebraƟng all our blessings while also maintaining our                   
academia.  We have many acƟviƟes that celebrate each daily theme: 

• Sunday: CelebraƟng Our Parish 
• Monday: CelebraƟng Our Community 
• Tuesday: CelebraƟng Our NaƟon 
• Wednesday:  CelebraƟng Our Faculty, Staff and Volunteers 
• Thursday: CelebraƟng VocaƟons 
• Friday: CelebraƟng Students 
• Saturday: CelebraƟng Families  

 
Thank you, Fr. Tom, for your wonderful homily last weekend about 
our school! Thank you to our parents who spoke at the Masses,                 
Mr. Sanchez, Mr. Chlopecki, The Hubert family and Mr. Barry.                        
Fr. Mirek, thank you so much for brightening our halls with your               
presence the last two weeks!  Also, thanks for the P.A. announcement, 
Captain!  The students loved it!  Finally, thank you to all our volunteers 
who help us in both small and large ways, behind the scenes, both at 
school and at home.  You are the best! 
 
God Bless, 
Mrs. Mary Brinkman, Principal 

 
St. Thomas of Villanova 

SCHOOL LOTTERY  
Return your completed ticket (BELOW) 
with payment to the School Office or put 

in the collection baskets at any Mass.  
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE  TO:                          

St. Thomas of Villanova—                            
Family School Assn. 

- M
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 

STV SCHOOL SECRETARY WANTED 
Our school is looking for an energeƟc, tech savvy individual with fantasƟc 
people skills to join our front office. Do you like a fast paced environment?  
We have the friendliest and nicest faculty, staff and students you can find!  
We are looking for someone daily from 11:00am unƟl 3:00pm.  We can     
promise, you will never be bored!  Please call the School Office to set up an 
interview.  If you have any quesƟons, please call Principal, Mary Brinkman at 
847-358-2110  or Fr. Tom at 847-358-6999. 
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                                                           Religious Education News 

  
RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION 
REPORT 

 
 
From Mary Strybel 
 – Director of Religious EducaƟon 
 
Are you praying that winter will 
soon be over? Being born and bred 
in Chicago, something tells me that 
winter is not through with us yet!! 
We certainly don’t’ want snow on 
February 18th when our Eighth 
Graders will be celebraƟng their                       
ConfirmaƟon.  
 
Bishop George Rassas will be                     
Confirming 76 young adults.  I ask 
you to pray for our “confirmands” 
as they conƟnue learning in                        
Religious EducaƟon class, finishing 
up their service projects and wriƟng 
their leƩer of why they want to be 
Confirmed to Father Tom.  Next 
weekend, you will have a unique 
opportunity to pray for them.                    
(Be at Mass next Sunday— you 
won’t want to miss it!) 
 
For the Religious Ed. Families who 
will be graduaƟng from our                       
program, please know that we will 
miss you and your wonderful                    
children very, very much. Not a day 
will go by without my prayers for 
your conƟnued Faith Journey.  
 
May I please ask you, my sisters and 
brothers, to do the same.  
 
God Bless You and Yours, 
Mary 

CONGRATULATIONS— 
HUNTER CONNER & ZACHARY GRAY! 

 
On Sunday, January 29, 2017 Hunter 
Conner and Zachary Gray received the 
Ad Altare Dei Award from The Boys 
Scouts at Holy Name Cathedral.  
Hunter is a Freshman and Zach is a 
Junior at PalaƟne High School.  Both 
aƩended our Religious EducaƟon               
Program, helped with the Knights of 
Columbus Fish Frys and Pancake 
Breakfasts and are STV Altar Servers.  
Hunter is currently assisƟng with 
teaching 4th Grade Religious                        
EducaƟon on Sundays. 
 
What the award is about? 
The purpose of the Ad Altare Dei (to 
the altar of God) program is to help 
Catholic Youth develop a fully Chris-
Ɵan way of life in the faith community.  

 
Requirements for the award? 
A manual had to be completed with each secƟon focusing on one of the    
Seven Sacraments.  They also had to:  
− AƩend Sunday Mass and reflect on what they heard and learned.  
− Fulfill Service Projects both as a group and individually.   

∗ Zack taught handicap children to swim and Hunter shoveled snow 
(and will conƟnue) for the elderly.   

∗ They assisted with bingo for St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly. 
− AƩend a retreat 
− Successfully complete an Ad Altare Dei Board of Review  
 

The program is designed to be completed in 6-8 months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas of Villanova is extremely proud of the boys and their                                  
accomplishment!  You represented our STV Parish so well! 
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   St. Pat / St. Joe Parish Fundraiser 

Raffle Items:   Tickets— 1 for $2, 3 for $5, 7 for $10 or 20 for $20  
 

• Four tickets and parking passes for Sunday, July 30, 2017.   Chicago White Sox vs 
American League Champions, Cleveland Indians.  

 

• Two tickets for Monday evening, June 5, 2017.  The World Series Champions,              
Chicago Cubs vs Miami Marlins.   

 

• $500 in Gift Cards including, but not limited to,  Mariano’s, Darden Restaurants, 
Ditka’s Restaurant, Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants and Speedway.  

Raffle winners need not be present at the event. 

TICKETS NOW 
ON SALE DINNER RAFFLE 

Grand Raffle:   Tickets— $100  
 

FIRST PRIZE:  One week stay in N. Redington Beach, FL OR       
at your choice of several desƟnaƟons within the conƟnental U.S.,                
and two airline Ɵckets to any desƟnaƟon in the conƟnental U.S.,                      
mutually agreed upon by donor and winner.   
 
SECOND PRIZE: $2,500 Cash 
 
THIRD PRIZE: $1,500 Cash 

Don’t delay, purchase your ticket for the St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Fundraiser today!  
Same low price of $50 per person (through 2/20/17 - $60 thereafter) includes all you can 
eat buffet style dinner, non-alcoholic drinks and dessert, entertainment; both live and      
silent auctions, raffles and 12 door prizes! 

ONLY 200 TICKETS 
WILL BE SOLD! 
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              Stewardship 
2017 Fiscal Year Sunday Sacrificial Giving  

YTD Budget $ 734,700.00 

YTD Actual $ 701,072.36 

Over / (Under) ($ 33,627.64) 

THANK YOU! 

Date Weekend 
CollecƟon 

On-Line 
Giving 

Weekly 
Total 

Over / Under 
Budget: $23,700 

Jan 1 $ 20,083.85 $ 1,921.00 $ 22,004.85 ($ 1,695.15) 

Jan 8 $ 24,589.48 $ 3,138000 $ 27,727.48 $ 4,027.48 

Jan 15 $ 18,908.00 $ 1,218.00 $ 20,126.00 ($ 3,574.00) 

Jan 22 $ 17,581.05 $ 1,893.00 $ 19,474.05 ($ 4,225.95) 

Jan 29 $ 17,108.66 $ 1,178.00 $18,286.66 ($ 5,413.34) 

THANK YOU! 

2016 TAX DONATION STATEMENTS 
2016 donaƟon statements are now available. Just stop by 
the Parish Office and pick it up!  If you'd like your statement 
mailed, please either call the  Parish Office at  847-358-6999 
or email your request to: stvliturgysched@yahoo.com. 
 

 
Please Make Your GiŌ to the 2017 

Annual Catholic Appeal 
“Love Your Neighbor As Yourself” 

 
Many of you have responded to the 
Annual Catholic Appeal mailing from  
Cardinal Cupich. On behalf of those 
served by the ministries and services 
funded by the ACA, we thank you for 
your giŌs. If you received the mailing 
and have not responded, please do so 
as soon as possible.   
 
The ACA offers a wonderful oppor-
tunity to “Love Your Neighbor As 
Yourself.”  In addiƟon to providing 
for ministries and services throughout 
the Archdiocese, the Appeal also 
funds services that are of great help 
to ministries here in our Parish. For 
example, Appeal funds support: our 
Religious EducaƟon Program;                         
conƟnuing educaƟon efforts for 
priests; our VOICES high school youth 
program; and Lay FormaƟon                          
Programs for Lay Pastoral staff and 
our lay volunteers serving in our                   
liturgical ministries 
 
As we contemplate God’s many giŌs 
to us, we should also reflect on our 
graƟtude for these giŌs. Your financial 
support for the work of our Parish, 
our Archdiocese, and the Church 
throughout the world is, in fact, one 
way to express this graƟtude. Please 
give generously to the 2017 Annual 
Catholic Appeal. 

When our parish reaches its goal of 
$44,942.00 in paid pledges, 100% of 
the addiƟonal funds received will be 
returned to us for use in our Parish. 
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     Our Weekly Prayers 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, February 6 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am  Arline Bonadonna;  
  Wanda Gajda 
Tuesday, February 7 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am  BernadeƩe Cook 
Wednesday, February 8 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am   Albert A. Barrese, Jr. 
Thursday, February 9 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am  Claire Meilinger;  
  Terry Filczer;  Michael Rawa 
Friday, February 10 
6:30am Communion Service 
8:00am  Joan Lichter 
Saturday, February 11 
8:00am All Who Are Sick 
5:00pm  Ethel Johnson;  
  Madaline Tomaszek; 
  Andy Manganiello, Sr.; 
 65th Wedding Anniversary for 
 Elaine & Mike McGee 
Sunday, February 12 
7:30am All Living & Deceased Parishioners; 

 Beata Dyer 
9:30am  Irene Newton;  Dan Murphy 
11:15am  Jane Harrington;  Marie Kay; 
  Richard Heart 
1:30pm Mass—POLISH 

 
 

DAILY READINGS 
 
Mon:  Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 
 12, 24,35c; Mk 6:53-56 
Tue: Gn 1:20 -- 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9;  
 Mk 7:1-13 
Wed:  Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 
 27-28,29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23 
Thu:  Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5;  
 Mk 7:24-30 
Fri:  Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7;  
 Mk 7:31-37 
Sat:  Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13;  
 Mk 8:1-10 
Sun:  Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5,  
 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10;  
 Mt 5:17-37  

Lou Anderson 
Kathy Bell 

Cherie Bott 
Andy Bouchonville 
Baby Billy Callahan 
Baby Ray Callahan 

Anna Marie Candorla 
Tom Cook 

John Cooney 
Abbey Corbett 

Baby Seamus Cullen 
Brenda Darling 

Jason Dean 
Emily Dempsey 

Beth Dix 
William Dvorak 

Jeanne Formanski 
Kirk Forseth 

Faith Forseth 
Parker Forseth 

Mel Gass 
RJ Hubka 

Adeline Kaczmarek 
Mary Anne Kiesel 
Wesley Knutson 

Mary Alice Kobler 
Susan Kordell  

Lauren Lambert 

Gene Lazich 
Harold Lewis 
Bob Maruska 

Elayne Maruska 
Candida Morales 

Mike Moran 
Paul Moser 
Mary Obey 
Rita Olles 

ValenƟne Pawlak 
Boni Quiaoit 

PaƩy Reynolds 
Elaine Romanchek 

Ken Romanchek 

Shawn Smith 
John Socha 

Alice Stedronsky 
Anne Swaw 
Robert SzoƩ 

Kathy Tomusiak 
Marcy Weckler Barr 

Jeri Sue Welty 
Amy Whitcomb 

Connie Wilberding 
Martha Zara 

 

U.S. Army 
• SPC William Banville 
• MAJ Robert Bland 
• MAJ BernadeƩe O’Shea Bland 
• PFC Ryan Camis-Sutherland 
• CPT Ben Couchey 
• SGT Brian J. Dankowski 
• CPT Joel Hilborn 
• SPC Jeffry Ketelsen 
• SF Joseph Kilcullen III, Green 

Beret 
• LT Michael Labek 
• 2LT Daniel Lloyd 
• SSGT DusƟn Lyles 
• SPC Michael  Medina 
• SGT Kevin Miller 
• CPT James Ruetsche,  Ranger 
• CPT Jesse Turner 
• CPT Tina Stowick Turner 

• PFC Will Willis 
U.S. Air Force 
• MSGT Dan Fialek 
• SrA JusƟn Godsey 
• MSGT MaƩhew Grelck 
• CPT Erin Killion 
• CPT Sean McGee 
• SrA Trenton J. Metyk 
• SSGT Darrel J. Moe 
• SSGT Brian R. O’Donnell 
• A1C Joshua Olszak 
• MAJ MaƩhew Walz 
 
U.S. Coast Guard 
• LT Kevin O’Brien 
 
U.S. Marine Corps 
• MAJ Joey Cross 
• CPL David Crouse 

• MSGT Jason Dean 
• WO1 Thomas Grygowski 
• PFC Jeffrey Daniel Krantz 
• CPT Thomas McCarthy 
• LCPL Cameron Miller 
• CPL Sam Miller 
• SGT Conor O’Neill 
• SGT Nicholas Regini 
• CPL Kyle Rich 
• SGT Corey A. White 
 
U.S. Navy 
• ENS Jeremy Adams 
• LCDR Kevin Brandwein 
• LCDR John-Paul Falardeau 
• CAPT Jason Haen 
• PO2 David Holley 
• SN Gregory MinoƩ 
 

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

FOR OUR DEPARTED, REST IN PEACE 

FOR OUR SICK 

ROSE OF LIFE 
In Memory of  

GEORGE VEVERKA 

  Kenneth Oeschger 
∼ Husband of Mary Ellen Oeschger 

 
  John SciorƟno 

  Carolyn J. Moran 
∼ Wife of Mike Moran 

 
  Julie Bridgman 

OUR NEWLY BAPTIZED 

Blayke Roseleen Baumhardt 
Gavin John Brandstetter 

Liliana Magdalena Czechowicz 
Ethan Alexander Han 

Lord, bless the men and women of our military as they answer the call to serve our naƟon and 
defend our freedom. Protect and heal them-- body, soul, mind and spirit--especially those in 
harm's way. Most of all let them know your love; that you are with them, and that you will 
never forsake or abandon them.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
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Kids’ Corner 

 SATURDAY 5:00 PM SUNDAY 7:30 AM SUNDAY 9:30 AM SUNDAY 11:15 AM 

PRESIDER Fr. Tom Rzepiela Fr. Ray Yadron Fr. Mirek Kulesa Fr. Tom Rzepiela 

DEACON Deacon John Breit  Deacon Len Marturano Deacon Tom Dunne 

HOMILIST Fr. Tom Rzepiela Fr. Tom Rzepiela Fr. Tom Rzepiela Fr. Tom Rzepiela 

LECTORS Mary Bragiel 
Maureen Treanor  

Bonnie Fennig 
John Davis  

Derek Oliver 
Tom Dalton  

Chris Fisher 
Lee Fialek  

MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION 

 

Donna Breit 
Dan Dunne 

Corinne Greico 
Helen Janicki 
Mike Kanis 
Peggy King 
Gene Lazich 

Jack McCarthy 
Jo McCarthy 
Jean Pope 

Carole Parsons 
Mila Quiaoit 

Sarah Rauen 
Gay Sladky 

Bob Slanicky 
Lori Smithe 
Rita Snyder 
Bob Stanek 

Margo Stanek 

Marilyn Marturano 
Sue Allen 

Kris Bartolameolli 
Bev Dalton 
Ken Doruff 
Leo Herz 

Susan Weres 
Alice Witt 

Debbie Yurcheshen 
Marty Yurcheshen 

Jill Lott 
Joyce Miller 
Tom Nolan 

Carol O’Shea 
Brian O'Shea 
Sheila O'Shea 

Sandy Peterson 
Howard Pettinger 

Earl Schaffnit 

SERVERS 
 
 

* Shadowing 

Billy Sloan 
Timmy Sloan 

Matthew Sloan 
Nate Hamlin  

John Mepham 
Sarah Mepham 
Michelle Weber  

Tyler Murphy 
Victoria Walsh 

Payton Chlopecki 
Justin Oliver  

Nate Carlson 
Will Hamilton 
Sam Hamilton 

Jose Aguilar Rodriguez 
Johnny Pellettiere  

GREETERS     M 
         G 
         N 

J & R Redmond  
Sylvia Schaffer  

Maureen Penkava  
Bob & Margo Stanek  

Karen Froelich  
T & M Greener  

Theresa Narantic  
B Murphy & B Dalton  

M Schaefer & Brendan  

John & Jan Harahan  
T & N Hulsebosch  

Laura Klotz  

SUNDAY 1:30 PM 

Fr. Marcin Zasada 

 

Fr. Tom Rzepiela 

 

 

 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE for FEBRUARY 11 / 12 
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HERE TO SERVE YOU 
847-358-6999 

Priests 
     Rev. Tom Rzepiela, Pastor 
     Rev. Marcin Zasada, Associate Pastor 
     Rev. Mirek Kulesa, Associate Pastor 
     Rev. Martin Luboyera, Weekend Assoc. 
     Rev. Ray Yadron, Pastor Emeritus 
Senior Deacons 
     Deacon Tom Dunne 
     Deacon Rich Willer 
Permanent Deacons 
     Deacon John Breit 
     Deacon Bill Karstenson 
     Deacon Len Marturano 
Seminary Deacon 
     Deacon Jon Thorsen 
Bereavement Director—Connie West 
Ministry of Care Director—                   
Deacon Thomas Dunne 
Music Minister— Marcy Weckler Barr 
Parish Manager—Ron Schaefer 
Financial & Technology  Manager—
Deacon John Breit 
Parish Office Staff 
     Joseph Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     Meaghan Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     Suzie Walczynski, Bulletin Editor 
Youth Minister—Jeff Walczynski 
Pastoral Council 
Norbert Krogstad, Chairman 
Ann Johnson Rev. Thomas Rzepiela 
Steve Lundell Ron Schaefer 
Jane Murguia Rev. Marcin Zasada 
_________________________________ 
 

School Information: 847-358-2110 
     Mary Brinkman, Principal 
     Stephanie Hardy, Assistant Principal 
     Darcy Moder, Admin. Asst. 
     1141 E Anderson Dr. Palatine, IL 60074 
     FAX 847-776-1435   
     email: stvoffice@stvschool.org 
 
Religious Education: 847-358-2386 
     Mary Strybel, Coordinator 
     Lisa Lechowicz, Admin. Assistant 
     Meaghan Spano, Admin. Assistant 
     1141 E Anderson Dr, Palatine, IL 60074 
     email: stvrec@yahoo.com 

ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA 
PARISH INFORMATION 

1201 E. Anderson Drive, Palatine, IL  60074 
Phone:  847-358-6999  Fax:  847-934-4919 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BAPTISM: Parents are required to attend a Baptism Preparation class preferable before 
the baby is born to avoid babysitting concerns. Baptisms are celebrated on most Sundays 
following the 11:15am Mass.  Call the Parish Office for more information. 
Upcoming Baptism Prep Classes:  Mar 2—Lisa & Steve Korney 630-945-7753;                         
Mar 14—Donna & John Breit 847-359-2870                                 
 
MARRIAGE: Arrangements for the celebration of marriage should be made at least six (6) 
months prior to your planned wedding date.  Call Deacon Tom Dunne for more information. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS: All are welcome! Call the Parish Office to set up an                         
appointment to register and learn more about our Parish. 
 
BECOMING A CATHOLIC:  Adults who were never baptized in any faith, who were  
baptized in another Christian faith and who wish to become Catholic, and baptized Catholics 
who have never received the Sacraments of Confirmation and/or  Eucharist.  Contact Tom at                 
847-971-4419 / tom.note@icloud.com. Brochures are in the Gathering Area. 
  
COMMUNION FOR HOMEBOUND: Ministers of Care are available to bring            
Communion to the homebound.  Contact Deacon Tom Dunne for more information. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Call the Parish Office to add your name to our sick list.    
Due to patient privacy (HIPAA Law), only the ailing person or, in case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated for their medical care, can add their name to the sick list. 
 
PRAYERS FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL:  If you know someone serving in 
the military, please contact the Parish Office so our faith community may pray for them. 
 
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Articles for the bulletin are due by Friday—9 days before         
publication date and can be emailed to: suzie@stov.org   
 
 

 Our Websites 
 

♦ Parish: www.stov.org 
♦ Religious Education: www.stvrec.org 
♦ School: www.stvschool.org 
♦ GIFT: www.stvgift.weebly.com  
♦ Youth Group: www.stvoices.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday 5:00pm 
Sunday  7:30am, 9:30am, 11:15am 
 1:30pm (Polish) 
 
Weekday 6:30am (Communion Service) 
 8:00am (Including Saturday)   

RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays 8:30am—9:30am 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday   9am—8pm 
Friday   9am—5pm 
Saturday    9am—1pm 

 Parish Information 
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 Informacje po polsku (Polish Information) 

 

NIEDZIELNA SKŁADKA 

  
W sumie:    $ 11,983.00 

Dziękujemy!  

01 stycznia $ 3,447.00  

08 stycznia $ 2,362.00 

15 stycznia $ 2,260.00 

22 stycznia $ 1,953.00  

29 stycznia $ 1,961.00 

 

INTENCJE MSZALNE I REJESTRACJA 
Intencje mszalne można zamówić po Mszy św. 
niedzielnej w pokoju marszałków. Prosimy                  
o zamawianie Mszy św. z przynajmniej             
tygodniowym wyprzedzeniem.  Formy 
rejestracyjne dostępne są również w pokoju 
marszałków. 
 

MSZE ŚW. 
Parafia Świętego Tomasza z Villanova zaprasza całą 
wspólnotę polskojęzyczną do wspólnej modlitwy i 
nabożeństw. 
Msze św. w jęz. polskim—niedziela: 1:30pm;  
Pierwszy Piątek miesiąca: spowiedź od 5:30 do 
7:15pm, Msza św. o godz. 7:30pm 
 

SAKRAMENT CHRZTU ŚW. 
Sakrament Chrztu Św. w jęz. polskim jest udzielany 
w pierwszą i trzecią niedzielę miesiąca po Mszy św. 
w języku polskim—prosimy o wcześniejsze                  
potwierdzenie daty z biurem parafialnym! Rodzice 
zobowiązani są do uczestniczenia w przygotowaniu 
do Sakramentu Chrztu Św.  
 

SAKRAMENT MAŁŻEŃSTWA  
Pary proszone są o kontakt z biurem parafialnym 
przynajmniej 6 miesięcy przed planowanym 
ślubem w celu ustalenia daty ślubu i spotkania się                     
z księdzem.  
 

SAKRAMENT POKUTY  
Niedziela 12:45pm- 1:15pm. 
 
SAKRAMENT NAMASZCZENIA  
CHORYCH  
Duszpasterstwo dla osób starszych i chorych. 
Wizyta w domu chorego z Komunią Św. oraz 
wspólna modlitwa. Prosimy o kontakt   
z ks. Marcinem. 
 

RÓŻA RÓŻAŃCOWA   
Spotkania w drugą niedzielę miesiąca po Mszy św. 
Serdecznie zapraszamy do wspólnej modlitwy 
różańcowej w każdą niedzielę przed Mszą św.            
o godz. 1:00 pm. 
 

KONTAKT Z KANCELARIĄ  
Poniedziałek—Czwartek: 9:00 am—8:00pm 
Piątek: 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
Sobota: 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
 
Telefon: 847-358-6999 

V Niedziela Zwykła – Stać się światłością 
Słowa Jezusa, że jesteśmy światłem świata, warto odczytać w kontekście innej Jego 
wypowiedzi: ‘Ja jestem światłością świata. kto idzie za Mną, nie będzie chodził w ciem-
ności, lecz będzie miał światło życia… (J 8, 12)’ Po pierwsze, jesteśmy światłem, o ile 
idziemy za Jezusem, tzn. jesteśmy Jego naśladowcami. Po drugie, im bardziej realizujemy 
powołani ‘bycia Jego uczniem’, tym bardziej utożsamiamy się z Nim i tak jak On możemy 
stać się światłością, która świeci Jego blaskiem. On chce, byśmy objawiali Go całemu świa-
tu, ale nie zapominajmy, że jest to zadanie trudne, wymagające ciągłego nawracania się. 
W przeciwnym razie Jego światłość nie będzie mogła ujawnić naszych dobrych czynów, a 
jedynie naszą słabość i niewierność… 

Gromniczny znak 
 Od X wieku rozpowszechnił się obrzęd święcenia świec, tzw. 
‘gromnic’, których płomień symbolizuje Jezusa – Światłość 
świata. Przyniesiona do domu z liturgii światła świeca ma 
przypominać nam o niełatwym zadaniu stojącym przed 
każdym z nas: być światłem świata, które nie powinno być 
chowane pod korcem, lecz świecić nieustannie rozpalane 
płomieniem Chrystusa. Nasze życie można przyrównać do 
zapalonej świecy, która z czasem traci blask i moc swoją, a 
której – nikły sam z siebie – płomień podtrzymuje Jezus. 
Taka symboliczna świeca została zapalona dla każdego już na 
Chrzcie św., kiedy to zostaliśmy włączeni w mistyczne Ciało 
Chrystusa, w Kościół święty. Jej światło ma towarzyszyć 
ważniejszym wydarzeniom w życiu każdego chrześcijanina, a 
zwłaszcza rozjaśniać agonię tych, którzy w ciągu roku 

opuszczają nasz świat, kierując się w stronę domu Ojca. 
 Jezus, dany nam jako światło na oświecenie pogan (Łk 2, 32) przyszedł, by ‘rzucić 

ogień na ziemię’ (por. Łk 12, 49). Nie chodzi tu jedynie o ogień materialny, który niszczy, 
ale o ogień miłości Ducha Świętego. Życie Zbawiciela było nieustannym płomieniem tego 
ognia, a więc ogniem miłości: miłujmy się wzajemnie (1 J 4, 7-10). I taki ogień rozpalmy w 
naszych sercach, by zanieść go do naszych rodzin i w miejsca pełne popiołu i zgliszcz 
ludzkich serc. Płońmy ogniem Chrystusa. Prośmy o ewangeliczną oliwę, by jej nie zabrakło, 
zwłaszcza wówczas, kiedy przygasa – gdy zło i grzech zwyciężają w nas – lub wypala się 
świeca naszego życia. Nieśmy światło przebaczenia i pokoju, światło ciepła, zanurzone w 
świetle płomienia miłości ognia – światła niegasnącego… 

Prosimy o złożenie ofiary na rzecz Dorocznej Kwesty 
Katolickiej 2017 r. 

„Kochaj bliźniego swego jak siebie samego” 
Wielu z Was już odpowiedziało na otrzymany list od 
Kardynała Cupicha zawierający prośbę o wsparcie Kwesty 
Katolickiej.  W imieniu wszystkich, którym przez posługę i 
duszpasterstwa wspierane przez Doroczną Kwestę 
Katolicką udzielana jest pomoc, dziękujemy za Wasze dary. 

Jeśli otrzymałeś list od Księdza Kardynała, a do tej pory nie odpowiedziałeś na niego, 
prosimy uczyń to najszybciej jak tylko to możliwe.  

Doroczna Kwesta Katolicka stwarza wspaniałe możliwości, by  
„Kochać bliźniego swego jak siebie samego”.  Poza wspieraniem dzieł duszpasterskich i 
programów w całej Archidiecezji, Kwesta Katolicka finansuje również posługi, które służą 
wielką pomocą duszpasterstwu naszej parafii. Rozmyślając nad darami, które 
otrzymaliśmy od Boga, powinniśmy równocześnie zastanawiać się nad okazaniem 
wdzięczność za otrzymane dobro. Jednym ze sposobów wyrażania tej wdzięczności jest 
finansowe wspieranie dzieł naszej parafii, naszej Archidiecezji i Kościoła na świecie. 
Prosimy o hojne wsparcie Dorocznej Kwesty Katolickiej 2017.  Kiedy nasza parafia osiągnie 
swoją kwotę docelową, czyli $44,942.00 w gotówce, to 100% dodatkowo zebranych 
funduszy zostanie zwrócone do parafii na zaspokojenie jej własnych potrzeb. 
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